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mittens and also made wampum or Indian money
from the clam and oyster shells, an important
means of exchange in the Indian trade all over the
colonies, and even to some extent among the
colonists themselves. The Cape May people built
sloops for carrying the white cedar, the mittens,
oysters, and wampum to the outside world. They
sold a great deal of their cedar in Long Island,,
Rhode Island, and Connecticut. Philadelphia fi-
nally became their market for oysters and also for
lumber, corn, and the whalebone and oil. Their
sloops also traded to the southern colonies and even
to the West Indies.

They were an interesting little community >
these Cape May people, very isolated and depend-
ent on the water and on their boats, for they were
completely cut off by the Great Cedar Swamp
which stretched across the point and separated
them from the rest of the coast. This troublesome
swamp was not bridged for many years; and even
then the roads to it were long, slow, and too
sandy for transporting anything of much bulk.

Next above Cape May on the coast was another
isolated patch of civilization which, while not an
island, was nevertheless cut off on the south by
Great Egg Harbor with its river and marshes, and